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Knickerbocker Crisis

World War II
starts

Wright brothers fly first 
powered, controlled, 
heavier-than-air plane

World War II
ends

United Nations is established

Ghandi is assasinated

Vietnam War starts

Vietnam War ends

Korean War starts

Nixon closes gold window

Korean War ends

The Cold War ends

The Gulf War

Afghanistan War

Osama bin Laden is killed

Barack Obama becomes first 
mixed-race US president

ENIAC builds first electronic computer

The Suez Crisis

USSR “Lunik” reaches the moon

Berlin Wall constructed

Treaty of Rome creates the European 
Economic Community (EEC)

European Union is created

Everest is conquered

OPEC oil price increase

Fall of the Berlin Wall

Euro is launched

Government of National Unity formed, Commonwealth 
membership restored, remaining sactions are lifted. South 

Africa takes seat in UN General Assembly

United States Credit Crisis
Energy Crisis

South-east Asia Crisis

Mexico CrisisIraq Invasion

India Crisis

Israeli Bank Stock Crisis

Japanese Asset Price Bubble

Chilean Crisis

Russian Crisis Eurozone Crisis

Automotive Industry Crisis Russian Crisis

China Crisis

Iceland Crisis

Irish Banking Crisis

World War I
starts

US Federal
Reserve System
launched

World War I
ends

Wall Street crash Black Monday

Treaty of Vereeniging ends 
second Anglo-Boer War

Last Zulu uprising against British

Land Act introduced

National Party
founded

Policy of apartheid adopted

South Africa’s first
unit trust is launched

Prime Minister, Hendrick 
Verwoerd is assassinated

Sharpeville massacre

Group Areas Act passed

Bantu Education Act passed

International pressure against 
government begins, South Africa 

excluded from Olympic Games.

Native National Congress 
founded, later renamed 

African National Congress

The Union of South Africa 
parliament enacts the Status of 
the Union Act, which declares 
the country be a “sovereign 
independent state”

Formation of the 
Union of South Africa

Communist Party of 
South Africa formed

Afrikaans
recognised
as South
Africa’s
official
language

South-west Africa (Namibia) 
comes under South African 

administration

ANC is unbanned, Nelson Mandela 
released after 27 years in prison

South Africa hosts and wins 
the Rugby World Cup

FW de Klerk repeals remaining Apartheid 
laws, international sanctions are lited

ANC wins first democratic elections. 
Nelson Mandela becomes president

Soweto uprising

PW Botha’s Rubicon speech

SA interest rate 
rises sharply

ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela is sentenced 
to life imprisonment

Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, parliament 
adopts new constitution 

Arms deal

Ruling ANC wins landslide election victory, 
gaining nearly 70% of votes

100,000 gold miners strike over pay, 
bringing the industry to a standstill

Deputy President, Jacob Zuma, is fired

Public-sector workers strike

Xenophobic attacks start

Parliament elects Jacob Zuma as president

9/11

Hurricane Katrina 
hits Louisiana

US Invasion of Iraq

Apple invents the iPhone

Saddam Hussein
is executed

ANC wins general elections, Thabo 
Mbeki takes over as president

South Africa hosts 
the FIFA World Cup

Marikana 
massacre

Nkandla scandal

Nelson Mandela dies, aged 95

Power utility Eskom rations electricity to prevent 
power cuts

Economic Freedom 
Fighters political 
party is formed

Sub-prime crisis

South Africa is declared 
a Republic, leaves the 

Commonwealth and changes 
currency from Sterling to Rand

More than 3 million people forcibly 
resettled in black ‘homelands’
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Namibia gains independence
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The Cold War starts

Nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Yuri Gagarin is the first man in space

JFK is assassinated

Panic of 1901

Space shuttle “Challenger” 
explodes after launch

US Apollo 11 lands on the moon

Margaret Thatcher 
elected as Prime Minister

Israeli athletes killed in Munich

Michael Jackson dies

Obama is reelected
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1973 Market Crash Dot com bubble burst

R75 989 679.98
CURRENT VALUE (2015)

*R100
INITIAL INVESTMENT 

(1900)

Prudential Investment Managers (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd is an authorised discretionary financial services provider. (FSP 45199)

* Assumed R1 = £1 for purposes of illustration
**Motlanthe (Deputy): between 2008 and 2009


